
UNCOVERING THE MORAL HAZARD IN FIRE INSURANCE
.(.rl! . ., Na.oM, Rc,,! .. F.o U.dc.,.,,s . rW.: Lc. o. M___ ol Dollar, bySM*i Ita. -T«d»" Rcoal Ih, (Wc Schomos

Employod by TI«ou,h!» Crgaazed Bands ol Criminals Engaqod i. thc S.rd.d Buamoss ot_Arso~_-__
I _-

nres

twa nat
fa'pot

A e#ei

-

¦

ArHE preaent Hme ara i

ipying rt more pi n

pla. * r!v-

re, beeauee of ts*
knowledge thnt incendiary plots nr*

-t fi Btarc ifl propa-
-*;. er, arson ii no r.cw

rshals and thi
in.uraneo profeaaion, nnd thc Na
tionnl Board of lire UndcruTi'er*

.-. committ'
the purpose of combatir.g this great

the areor
.vp in thc
rdi to itin
diarics by

-itie». but early in the pi ..

the committee wai reorganized
I; new and er. ended

including thc employm.
force of ipecial agents.

M sprci.il agent? need '

men, since thorp nre few
in thc calendar so hafflj

tho?c imolved in many < '

.cur almost in*
.tly. Statiatks show thal

tei
little more thai

each miflot n l day, thi -.

out t;
of conraa, are porely accidental
in most of them thc caoae il
far to aeek. Bul here and there oe-

onder eircumsl
luepick to fui
pr. itn

I oaa Run $

Into Mill.-
\ if.vc-1 thi aggregat..

Doei

nillhmi of dollars, an.l they
lof human life. And
tly do thi

their own evidence that thi
tion becon tter ealling
the highly trained facull
inr.-t experien nvesl gator

National Board special
frequently

noel romantic In their adven-
toroui inta
le some bungling, amateur firebug

olled illcgitimate in-
BUran . plainly

hii hand in avary move that
he makes. Or it may diacover the
ictivitiee oi and dee]

pert teamarork of t
ind ia

gi% in the worda of Judge 0
ows:

Some two yeara

. . of the Middle
er >\itii lum hnmedi

uauicining a gang of ia
thnt he had by soane nei

I found >n two
lAdavits, disclosing thc nami

many icoundrela. with a carefully
prepared Itatement of their
n na during the aeveral years ol
their eonfederatod ex-rteoce. ln thia
Hel of raaeali arere Um naaaoa of
Itveral church member?,
»-,o v. merchant I

laeurance agenta. Thiabusim
carried on in some Ave

different Btatcs, and had resulted in
the |_.lliafllfllll af property to thc
value of several hundred th"
ilollnrs ami tho viol( l two
peraona, whom had been nor*
derc l to i'<-¦ ¦'

| Firebuga'
Organi.ritKin

--.fuliy
v ure really

aocn ei
rtkulai t

They USUally include one or

¦ men tcchnicalty known *«

"toirhes." for tl.e BCtual "

th** firee,
or less eomplicatad organisatj
whieh each man haa hii indi*. idaal
function. A crooked fire laaurancfl
agent is an important factara or.e

or two adroit and plausttde talkere,
one or mofl "etrong nrrm" in case

uf Mcaaaity, and ahraya one or mor*

men of etandirij.- in t poii-
tira, ta allny auapid Ia thi* lat¬

ter eooneetion i ai'- * n i be af
Bpeeial value.
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Mr. Vi".
1 B. with

and i
- .ospecti1 t creditor that tl redil

would bc glad to diacount the
paj-er. In the lipht of tl

c tranaferred,
and tha aeller received in payment a

¦-. which ho promptly took back
».i :!? bank for diacoant, as prom-

banker reitcrated his high'
n cf K.'s rcsponsihility, hut
-ted that tho note he held for

.r\ei-il daya, as he waa expectinp a

frotn the hank cxaminer and
t \\i*h tO havc too much paper
nd.
in y diaermed, the creditor

romplied with tha requeat for delay,
what aecmed to he a

proper interval rencwed his appli-
cation. This second time the l.anker
. till talked reaaauringly, but atated

in looking over their accounts
ihe di :' the hai.k had

,.-y were carrying a pood deal
of paper and had in.*tructed him to

no further diacounta until cer-

tuin expected peymentl hl heen
Thii. tha banker explained,

was a mere matter of form. since he

had reason to believe that B. was

-!%*_. eivo n cor.siderahle
amount of money.

- creditor proaaod the matter.
Sut was unable to pet any further
aatiafaction. At a atill later date hc

-4 third attempt, and this time
.i.i by W. that certain infor
had juat reached him indi-

... B. had heen Hiar.cially
in n wey that made il ImpOaV

pt 1 lia paper. Tha dis-
ti that W.

¦ i vcrhally guaranteed the »c«
.:,.> w. flatly denied, and ib*

¦tantiated hi denial by tfeke wit-
the converaetion. Thua

Ihe other had DO rceourse, and onc

:" the awindling operation '.va.

etc.
Thia, however, wa- a mere ly

.; of UM larpor plan. In the
had heen in*

terc and covered bj
insurance, through the complicity of

irance agent, and then had
Becretly moved out in the nipht

ther town, where
v aa Later repeated. As

.-, the goods were taken from
the atora the fire was set and the

ng conaumed. lt ii hardly nee*

.,;.! that an application for
the inaurence eme

ntcd to tho company.
¦ingla atock of gooda, for

had ever byen paid.
the bei number of
frattda in different towna

:- n tinally run

Politieal Influenrr-
Aid to ln< '-ndiaiistn

.. extraordinary se-

: i of crimea in Central lllll
with Imoat the i*omantk values of
a Sherlock Holmes story. Its leader
wa en able and raaourcaful fellow

V»\, a man who, ln some re-

-, might he eompared xrith
riminal, "Pro-

- Monarty." W. was a man

of itnagination and so larga a de-
..ree of politkal influence that he
actually had the audaoity to urpe the
appointment of his own candidate.

tate fire marahal, It is prohahle
that thi- appolntaaent would have

made by the Governor, who was

.iv are of the "dark forces" behind
tha nomination until the receipt of
rroteati eauaad him to investipate.
Even Coiuui Doyle would hardly
l.ave inapined a situation wherein

'.-.. ion.-'.! incendiary would at
toTift te dominate the office ct
with the auppreaaion of his special
(%*-s of CT
w aeeeaed to meve ie nn atmos-

pharre of tire. Mystenous hluzes
\.i-re more OT 1- M intanpihly BBBO-
riated with his name, hut *o adroit
area he in eevertng h.is trail that it
v-r.a aotne time before the "-.iithoritie.
ntro ibli te seeure conviotinp evi-
dtftci.

Take. for example, thc ia.*e of
-. .'.-<- S. Tbeea two

mea, aiitera, with their
thnr little nephew,

-..- ... ;t honea ii rteii city
mj U from 'he

i.taiest tire department station.

taTle.li

A : wire
...I. i k in the morn*

ir.g by the two youpg women, who
atated thal :'""*-i their

f- h.Oll'r. Tl : >n V.'t ¦.

ous. Thi ! :*'
than would

r -it .;r .! under th ircum*
¦. Bnd then

tho

clothing of or.e <>f thl

A 1 ire That
Dicln't Burn

! ir* Ih na

-*x

tuccei
ri had gained

'.endx*., firemen found
. . of criminal intent

was a sti t of kero*
.. housi. At many

places tlu- walll had I" rn cut and
had been poured into thc ..pcn-

Ak*. "Streamers" of laee curtains
bnd been run up n back «t.airway to
the pecor.d floor ainl thence to the
attic, in ordrr t" earry the l"re from

:' ...r. The adjacent stair-
ways had been thoroughly f-.iturated
with korosene, and there WBS a larpo
pool of oil upon thc attic floor, where
'he "streamers'* ended.

It wbs fojnd that tha bed in whieh
tha young women elaimed tu have.
<-'c;>t had not been ocoupicd I I'I
nigtit, and that they surely would
have been raffbeatod had they been
pleepinK there. A!.--", tiiat their
mother and little nepbew bad left
the house in advance of the fire.

Clearly, nn incendiary fire had
taken plare, and clearly, :>!''". there
were s-rounds for roipicion a-vrainst
theae young women. Hoe
beel I ;t of evidence arai unwittinjrly
furniahed by a canary. The I
cootaii li was

known that there bad been ;i canKry
in tho house. Why, then,
cape vacant.' This seemed a due
worth following. The
learred that. when thr- mothei ar:d

* had left, before thr* fire, they
bad taken v. ith them a perfoi

bag. 1 ollou ing tl em
the ho< ". ihey

Bred I bag, and within it

.i \ery mu< h frighti ned cs

People
not custoi ei anariea

in paper bags, partieularly when ¦
rt be*

mger had laten n*

iry would neturafiy
ifl tbe hou.-e

women whe re-

'. If. on the other hand. they
pr,-t a tire ar.d dosired to save

:' their pet, a cape is a con-

,15 ohjeet to 1 carried throuph
.. ri «ta by peopli who .:crire to

Itamtion. Thus the canary
mentiel piece of evi«

which wa.a corroborated by
:' clothing and o b<
(rinpa that had aleo
ihuuaa where it wa*.

I. A!l ifi all, tlie evidence WM
. iat the jury wa* r.ot

ially imprcaeed by the defend-
ants" proteetationi of lnnoaT»na*e.

ln the beckground of this case

-.-r lipurc of W.. al-
:: -i !i doaired aa'.iii'mca

¦:. It was

later ¦' *ha direct*
wara

_c ;._,..,] l0 i r .Timir.a'. tha'

they allowi ll elvea te ba con*
gent to prison without

betraying him. It was not until
aortie time later, when ha was con-

victed upon weather crime and ac¬

tual:;. put behind bars, that they
ttroka d iwn and adraitted his part in
thair fire.

His final epprehenekm came nbout
ln an lntorestinp way. Durinp thc
inveatigationa connected with the;

,,-t rlarreted the detectives,
learned that W. was nepotiatinp for
the purchaaa of a twenty-two room'
bduae I.-iown as Hall. In the

lighi of his peculiar reputation the
drcumetaneea aeatnad auepfcioua.
.Suspicious
('ir< umstances

The house. while of frame con-

r.lruction, '
was finished ar.d dec-

oreted in an extrevagant fashion,
but a chanpe in tho character of
the neighborhood made it no lonpar
deairable for reaidential purposes.

By this time the state lire mar.*hal
was watching W, cloeely. As soon as

Ihe Hall nepotiations wero learned
of, the Fire end Police departments
an the aherifTa office of the'eity
vrere put upon their puard. Tha
local inaurance aganta were rco.ue«t-
i 1 (., <.?,¦ that all inaurence tAouid
! c cencelled, end that no other
il ,,.|M be !.¦¦ u-.i [f the family moved
away, although thi requeet waia not
r-oinphe wifh. Aa aoon ea W. r*'-

curod n of the propairty
tha tranaaction was handled ln the

of his wife.he auccoedod ln
obtaining inaurance to tha valu^ of|
$17,600, the insurance beinp paid

'or by l.im. bttl al I I ¦ " '¦ '"'

...--...., \ Ife.
The flre was

py Mmethii n Utan ¦

r'ance, it i.roki* out on B night '.¦"-.

thfl streets were M slippery that it

waa dinVuH for tin Tire Heparl-
uttnt to reach tbe boOOO. Sl
tholeis. tbe firemen roceeeded again
ii frustratin* the expcetation tha*.
Ine !';ro would burn up its own cvi*

* tter it wai testified
\V. bad stid, "If tho!

..... |]j ;, irn like i torch.M
btaxe wai soon eatinguishad,

_:.| the ptemises bore tbe familiar
ligni of a carefully prepared crime.
Five distinct "tire traps" had bean
.irepar**d on dirfcrer.t, floora. Opci
i»gfl had bccn mmlc in walls for con*

neeting fuaee, eotniating nf
»f braided mu?lin, covered witli oil
nr.d lard. Pilei of indling and cot-

latitrated with kerosene, were

f-ur l st various places. II
a profcssiunal Job, <*uit*

\r)M had been expected by I
wlio were watching the now pur-
chnser.

Conviction
Diffieult
A iayman might think that there

would hardly haro bccn jtho llight*
cst difTlculty about 6ecuri!.>.- a con-

eietlon, bot thoae engaged upon the
ca«e well knew that they were deal-
log with an adroit and reaourceful
criminal, wb< n politieal influence
was nn great that it bad mere than
itocb send tO extricatl him from
diffieult position?. It was realize'l
that in deallng with W. witnesr-ea
were likely to disappear, or to recant,
ar.d evon that judgca had bean
known to give him the benefit of
fiimsy tcchnicalities, where the
moral cortainty of his guilt was un-

ioubted. Therefore, the detectives
.et thernseWes to run down every
ranfirmatory dew, and it was only
after some elcver work tfiat thc case
,*/as made complete.

It wns highly characteristic of W.
that upon the Ifiorning following the
dre he went to Hall ami face! tlu-
lepreaentatiTci of tha Fire Mar-
ihal'l I'epartment with thc bold
rlaim that Fomebody bad attempttd
lo destroy hii property, and that b.e
must in*ist tbat they leave no stone

enturned in tracii g the erfrainal.
Thii tho ftmnhal' ri ¦' ''.
adding ligBiflfantiy that if thi cvi*

Invt l'-ed l.im. tl.ey wouhl make
rr.otlier effort to bril ¦: him to Juo*
tice, bs they had »ften tried to do
before.
Then began the piecing logather

of the case. Hulcs were found bore 1

.-o baaa of eotm
., rt n led,

p ippeered until
t-i ,*eeuUer ahapa, wrappi I in a local
raw.«j.«|«or of tl j day preceding the

Are, wr>B diecevered in thc kit<
i ho fennel had heen cut. olT a<
..call end and fitted with lfl c'.bow.

It shovvcd traces of oil. At once the

detOCtivfl rceoj*nizcd that it was

.viniirahly adapted for thf pil

..:' pouring oil into the. par/
through "tti! holea that I
bored.

An Alibi
Broken Down
They followed this clew and BUC-

ceeded ir. Mtebliahlng the faet that
the funncl had been made by ¦ tin*
smith in a nearby town. wh-re W.
reaided. The tinamith testified that
:. v.as made to order f< t W.,

inon ecknowledged the
hut ateted that i4 waa foi
BUtomobile. Automobile experta in
turn ilemolished this claim by show-

ing that no such u-e was possible.
Thut was forped one stronp link in
the evidence.
Another was that of a small

hand bap, and a pair of arctic over-'

ihoea iliscovered in the house, and
r.lso identified as W.'fl belonpinps.
To nll auch evidence W. brazenly
eounteted with an alibi. He was not

in the city upon the night ln quee*
tion, and was the innocamt victim of

a dastardly crime of which he knew

nothing- He edmitted having been
in town upon the preceding morn

ing, but had, he claimed, taken an

tarly train tO his home town. Hfl
v.as so sure of thifl that hfl went into

ingenioufl details. The eonduetor, so

he said, had come back to him with
tho tieket he had lirst handed out

BBd had said. "Mr. W., the date of
this tieket has expired, ami I cannot

accept it," thus remindinp him that
hfl had inadvertently piven the
wrong tieket In support of thi. bfl
was now able to show the investipa-
tors that hc still poeoefoed the
which the conductor had returned
to him. Unfortunately for him, the
cendoetoff had ¦ pood memory. He
,ud that W. had not heen on his1

train, and that thc tieket incident
had not transpired. This was bflfll
videnced by the fact that thc tieket

wafl .-till unnunched, whereas, ha.l

'he tieket been »akcn up by him. even

(i-mporarily, as ch.imrd, it WOllld
:how his puncli mark. Thus the
.ilibi was broken, and the detectivea
at last ha<I thc wcll-carncd plea*un-
of seeinp their man eent to prison,
where he still reside*.
A case which. in some of ita
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$357,731,325
ittng axpenai * 243.610.18^

rilflfl, etc. 25.136.09,
Operatlni ineoa .¦ 88.985.043

over noi
mn.c .

36.236,861
Appliculilt to payaMBt ei

u.vidends 52.748.182
Common at iBfJ

iTir* b* nt DtaaaaBai
::i. iflfl.5.452.193.010

App!icnblf tu payment ef
ilividend* ea toial eoai*
mon steel eotetaadl 0.970,,

Avfragc amount of <li\i-
.!':-.. 1 -j pn i.i uu1 ef aai
.nj:-. fat eiu'h BMI
lijrinj: yeai anded Di

Averaga dieideada paid
out of earmnK*
each meath ilurn;:

tate.
$325,311,288
203.475.979

,.834.298
108.001.011

36.236.861

71.764.150

5.452.193.010

1.32'.

15.657.046
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38.028,286 44,016.618
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'6.386.698

21.641.588

2.142.S28.796

1.01*.

16.386.698

27,629,920

2.142.928.796

6.853.412

1117.
J5 '.754.4*0
3j,332.325
J.449.S74

12.972.27 1

4.309.617

6.662.594

808.591.672

1.07'.

Ifflt,
$'3 939.033
28.886,438
1,915.303

13,137.292

4,309,617

8.827.675

808.591.672

1.09".

240.392

0.30V

Western Diatriet-
1917.

$145,064,257
03.1OO.7UC
13.978.911
37,98*,546

15.540.546

22.444,000

2.500.672,542

0.90*.

ttll,
$136,438,678
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6.346,033
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1.41%
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ivaaaa-

hor I
acriea of firea whieh flemfld more

tlian a <-oincidenee. since the owner¬

ship of th. building- boraod was

treceeblfl te a well-cefmed gieajp ef
ripht or ten people. N'aturally, these

[,. pie wi ra under rroepie-ke:
. provad La

on any <-f

re of en ii

A bouea we« p-uxhaaed by
loonkeeper, one of the proup

far BU
lived one of tho deputy lire mar-

f the Btete. .-' was

awekened en« niglH by en elerm

ist in time

the deputy weie to follow this sus-

picioufl fugitive, whieh he did with
a!l ipeed. He heard in the dark¬
ness the sound of a fall, and r.alized
that the runner had tripped over a

post just outside of a neiphbonnp
stable door, at a point where thi
.'rnur.d ar/a-l covered with <4:r

When the deputy arrived the man

iiAd pieked himseif up and di-ap-
peared. However, a moment later
lie found a man lurkinp under ¦ pflfl
of luunbet, and forced him t

render. The man'* hands an-1 face
were acratched veiUi dndere and
hia clothing amelled of ktroeepe. He

to be a eberaetef known lo-

cally as Tom Wood, ¦ suspected
"torch" of the Arson Trust. When
t thfl other incriminating facts
then- W_tfl .'.died thfl discovery in
his pocket Of a key that fitt
noui at on tire Wood nw the

ty of further resistance. He
Med that he had done the w..rk

I .1 that he had bflCn employed for
tha purpoee by the Badocmkateper,
who owne.l the botlflfl

Forcing a

Confession
Having thoe _eaa_e i ibfltentlel

- in thfl "Hindamburg bne"
defence, th<- dartecttvea pn

rh--ir attack with vigOT, an.l .*oon BO*

c-ured a 11 to thfl I'urn-
Exchange Hotel, another

raaa in arhi :h Wood had ected lfl
torch."
At thi*- point thc trail led diroctly

bo were higher up. Tne
Kxchanpe Hotel was a harn-like and
un profitable property Of some twen-

*;,. rooms. which had hnally been
closed. It wm pureheeed by a real
estate man named Drew, who
. romptly aee ired a policy of 120,000
upon ti.e building, and a.hluional in¬
surance upon its contents, through
a brokor named Sikes, both men

being leedlng -pirits in the Arson
Trust. lt was Sikes who engaged
the profeteionel icrvicei of Wood,
tho "torch," the latter, in this case.

eeeuming the eom de fcu of T.
Ward.
Drew had certain incendiary prep-

mind, but to give an ex-

Uon for the unwonteal aetivity
b place long vacant he let it be

that, hfl had in mind the
ning oi r i '. '. "Ward,' or

Wood, therefore, proceeded to have
Carted av.ay .everal loedfl of asho-i.
Thare was a BOund of hammering
within th building. Neighboi
aliaed thu cflrtein repelra an re

logicalty to bo expected, but eould
not know I ...-¦' eon

in t::;;iitie ut) all of thfl wi.n-
i'i.ws zv.<\ putting deal
,;.>. r. tai prevent t%ur being openi I.
"Ward .purchaeed a puol atove
fcf the kitchen, after which ;t was

fjiiite natural thut he ihooid have ¦
fivt-gailon can of pasolcr.e nlso de-
!.-. .'r^L Thereupon the simplc pre-
rautiona were romplete, witl

* -i ef pouring pam-
lone down the dumbweiter aheft
bu i adding a loueh of flamo at the
li.ttor*. of thfl shaft, eitcr
"Ward" quifltly walked OUt ef the
aek door ani! launtertal down

itreet.
Preeently Boeoke an 1 fieme ap-

reared, nnd the firemen, of course.
lard, but found it difflcult to

ovorcome thu j.recautioi.s made to

Vrep them out. In bhort. it made a

beautiful fire. Drew tnd Sikes
ivinf ttentatiouely left town ppon

the preceii;: ¦; k. en | *-f were, or

irae, |»r i here
..

-
. W iio.| was

5 ulie.l 0 ." % ef
:_.nibc-.

In thc light of thfl confaeaiea it
waa r;ot diffic'Ut to lecura itnlict-
iicnt* apainst all three men, but
that egainet Waad eaa ennuiled, in
vie-rv of hifl havlr.p witnessed for the
.tate.

Every one famibar arith tr%% re-

a'ir.es. however, that iiuiictmenta
ere but one t-tep tOB**rd final mcar

ccrntion, and that mnny times
in -.il-; have slipped throuph the

upon mere techntealittee. Ar.
iieidcnt rr-. mblin - thia occurred Lfl
ronncction with the case of Drew
and Sikes. Bo;.. men were indirted

mal V| C0T1-
that ©f

P 'aey
r ight .!. and eon-

ni arere necured, but tho judf.
n:ent was pr<-:r .-i hy tha

'

-e. and ' ¦ anti *****
releasc.l upor ba.I.

Trrhni'-alitif's
l'nprrj> Justi< e

ring a i ' ,re eornrfc
¦ akneai li
the proseeo-

*aia inta
,r,ui!. Ib
.. taa* ¦. tfl

rrp every ateji nf the proaeeutioa
fiWfrum the eliyhteft teehaleal er.
rer. Thia eaeond case likewiae r».

an 1 waa aUe
f various a m-

..i

ipi r.t*
j., the

a!
>lip cf one word f tha
chargea made hy the tria: j .dge had
r.ullifier! all of the pains whieh they
had taken. At one point the judga
!,.*.', Inadvertently referred tv. th«
r*r:me as "arson" instead ef "bura*
;.*p* to defraud." The n*afutea of
that itata give "arson" a technical

,*ij:i r.ot exactly apphca!'.. m

ef the "ExchaniV fire.
,i-re waa an exeellent example of

'.:¦.- ..'i?m"
itiee," since the fa.-'s of the

v re not lmpuirn":. Thua
weckl of work miiyht ha-
raufcht had not the appeal ipofl thl

BM b"en dec I Su-
;.r.-*n.e Coort, with the f*onvietloe-K

tvre

"trus* mairnates" were (?iven quar¬
ter^ in the penitentiary at Joliet
a:.! the anthoritici heaved i «igh of
relief.

The reason for
wai *-om«-

that the
top ihort of

they believed it in
their Intew

lof thc p.il*» of Wood was a man

rra aa "Shorty" Bhannon, alao
.i ; rofesaional "torrh" fur tbe truat
Aft'-r W"i ! van arreated ar.d locked

mty jail ¦' Shan-
non mado n ci r.feaaion, an 1 'tnted
tnat he had set certain '" Om

Shannon came into ;i siioon,
erhile visiting arith * . BM

the bar drank beer *.\ith
them. He at once f< 11 over on thfl
lb or t!e?.d. ThroOfh a strange co-

IneidencCi there was no croner's in-
ij-uest, and tbe body was buried st
once. Strange coincidences, bow-
ever, were eharaetariatk of the ac-

t*vities of the "trust." While Wood
wr.s in the'jail a woman who was s

friend nnd neiphbor of Sikes v.si'.ed
him, and broogh. bim a 'unch. Ha
rfterward said bi-. BUipkioni wera

aronaad, but he ate p.irt of a La-
nana and immediately becami **>

lently Ul, hav:.. rmptoa of
areenie poisoning. Before the tfe-

tectives eould get poesession of this
food it had bccn deotroyed, and no

trsea of it .

Pyromnniar-s
Dangeroua

tipbea!
.;t fraud .*'"¦

.: iiary
tnvs, ii.i'.v. .. .-r. n thia
notive. Occa the trail win
k*ad to a elearly deflned caee of tt*

".not
Btnp short "i" intentional murder of
.i pei mar .!.-. kind. More

iH be inced
to one of thnee strange pervertefj
pathologieal cases known as pyro

l*yromai :rn a are bi i
moat dangerooi of all t*t***ah*t

tcf aociety, even though it may not
1 e poaeibli to ¦ *'u-'
rnaaawn of moral responsibility

.\ rery r. ent c.*.st' of a pyre-
meniac in New Jereey, »*ho I t>

ict more than forty
in , InelufJ Bosed tha

fe. and who ravfl tbe prob*
linn excuse that ho di 1 it

-.'' is a eaae in

ra all in all, the proMeoi of
liariam ln */ar oui aspect*

il a larga orv, not merely to the **k>
iti ra, but to the conuaaaMga

i] i a eontenptible and oward-
'y rrime, it contmns peculiar el**

¦-. of danger to that
- I may easl

tima
.

\- slread) stated, the National
Board of Fire i nderwrit
livo roi.pa'ratit.n arith tbe aUtc rire

marshalB in a'.! parti of the country.
: nd with local l.re and police de-

partwenti and .harifl t *\ ** en'

lOCed in tn earnest effort to make
thia crime so dangerooi to its par-
tripants tbat they shall abatid-n H
1 ir --afer fielda. Indeed, incendi*

[a increaainglj oot naiag *

ition of hazard to those pr*4"'
.- it. and even auch ingenw**

methods a thoae above .!e«wnb««l
very frequently furnish the bia*

possible evidence against thc «*_»'.
nals employing them.


